 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Week #12   Closing Exercise
Materials needed: cd player, cd with instrumental music or a particular song you feel fits this service, fist size stones (railroad beds are a great source) and markers.  Cross optional.
In the O.T. we read the story of God’s people wandering in the wilderness for 40 years waiting to enter the “Promised Land”.  You might be able to relate to that feeling.  You know that there is a better place nearby but you just can’t seem to get there.  You feel stuck and maybe even a little lost – certainly tired and frustrated.  But in Joshua 3 God is getting ready to prepare His people to enter the promised land.  The wandering is about to be over.  But standing before them is the Jordan River – at flood stage no less.

Joshua leads the people up to the rivers edge and then the priest carrying the ark of the covenant step into the water and God rolls back the river so that the whole nation could cross over on dry ground.  Once everyone got to the other side God directed Joshua to chose one man from each tribe to go back into the river bed and select a large stone and carry it out and place them in a pile – to build a memorial.
What was special about these stones?  They could only be obtained with God’s help.

Read Joshua 4:21-24

What a powerful reminder to the Jews who would pass that memorial – a reminder of what God has done in their lives – a reminder of His willingness to provide – a reminder of His power…

Our group’s journey has not been 40 years – simply 12 weeks.  You may not feel that you are ready to enter the “Promised Land” but God has provided victories along the way that we like the Israelites need to be reminded of.  This is just the beginning of the journey – the Israelites still needed God once they entered the Promised Land – our journey is not over but it has truly begun.  Tonight we are going to build a memorial to God of what He has done during these 12 weeks.

What has God provided to you during these 12 weeks?


* A new understanding of His love for you.


* Releasing weight that has been like a burden to you.


* A sense of cleansing and a new start.

Pause and ask God to reveal to you what He has provided to you.

Beneath your chair are a rock and a marker.  Pick them up and write on the rock what God has provided you.  You may write several things or just one.  Take your time, what has God helped you to find – or release?  When you are ready, come up to the front and place your stone at the foot of the cross and we will build a memorial together of what God has done for us and through us during our 12 weeks journey.  There will be some music playing in the background, don’t be in a hurry – let this be a time of worship between you and the Lord.
Once everyone has had a time to bring their stone forward you may chose to gather around the memorial and close in a prayer of Thanksgiving for all that God has done.
Option #2 Have your group prepare in advance to bring an object of what God has provided in their lives.  Therefore your memorial may have a soda can, a bar of chocolate, fast food bag – all things that he has replaced. It may also have a Bible, a scale or new dress all things that He has made new.  You can allow each person to describe their object and it’s significance to the group which can be a powerful way to bring your groups journey to an end.
