 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Armor of God

Eph. 6: 10-18   Read

Put on the full armor….stand against…..schemes

Schemes in Greek….methodeia

It means the following or pursuing of orderly and technical procedure in the handling of a subject.

Satan has a definite method for each person! It is individualized and personalized.

Therefore, we must put on the full armor of God so when the day of evil comes we can stand our ground.

Day of evil…not the end battle…or even the whole of the present age, but rather, when things are at their worst because of the Devil’s schemes.

His methods for each person. When the day of evil comes for you…personally.

Things just seem to get worse and worse.

Paul says we put thin on so we can stand….stand our ground.

We have right as sons and daughters of God.

We have an identity that has been given to us by Christ himself…

We are called to stand our ground….not let Satan take it away!

It’s time for war.

We’re not only free to fight…we are called to fight.

God has called you to be a warrior. Don’t expect someone else to fight your battles for you.

It’s time to see what God can do and will do through you.

Let’s look at each piece of armor we have been given to fight the good fight.

God had equipped us for this battle.

I like to start from the head and work downward.

The HELMET of SALVATION: 

A helmet goes on the head to protect a vital part of us. 11 Tim. 1:12 “ I know who I have believed and am convinced that He is able to guard ….what has been entrusted to him.

It is knowing,  that we know, without a shadow of a doubt that we are saved. 

Not just for eternity, but from every day stuff!

I like to think of the HELMET as protecting my mind from lies and doubts that come straight from the enemy.

BREASTPLATE of RIGHTEOUSNESS

There are two parts to this definition. Wearing the breast plate of righteousness means…

1. 
Uprightness and integrity of character.

       Having a reputation of fairness due to the righteousness of Christ changing us.

2. 
Doing the right thing even when you don’t feel like doing the right thing.

There are times when a wave of emotion comes over us and we, in our flesh, just want to do the wrong thing. 

This may be a frustration for some of you now or down the line. We just go ahead and do the wrong thing.

Put on that breastplate of righteousness, and as badly as our flesh wants to do that thing (eat, indulge...) with everything in you, not matter how strong the urge to do the wrong thing….you choose to do the right thing.

The wave passes and you say….”Oh…thank you Lord” That urge will pass and oh what a joy it is to be able to say….”Yes, God there is victory through your power and protection. Glory to you!”

SHEILD OF FAITH

Eph 6:16 We’re to take up the shield of faith to extinguish the flaming arrows of the enemy.

Flaming arrows were common in Paul’s day.

Shield in Greek ..therion/ thira meaning a door. A door can be open letting the enemy in or closed…keeping him out.

The enemy’s flaming arrows are going to be stopped by this shield if we have it up to protect us. 

The shield was huge…4 ft. by 2 or 2 ft.

Story of Seva and his shield:

There was a Roman Centurian, named Seva, who was under Caesar”s command. After a huge battle, heads of army wanted Caesar to realize the courage the men had, so they took the shield of the fighters and in front of Caesar pulled the darts out and laid them before him. Seva had 220 darts in his shield. Caesar was so impressed that he gave them a double portion of pay, gifts, and promotions.

In our natural man, we don’t want the darts. We don’t want the temptation, or stretching of our faith. We want to e delivered from the temptations.

We’re working against God who says…”Don you realize there’s nothing that pleases me more than to see you choose to believe me when everything in your life screams out to you to believe something else?” 

He loves it that you are still here believing He is able to protect you … and that you are saying NO to gluttony and self-indulgence, even though you are in the midst of the battle.

The goal is not to have a shield without darts. It is that you raised up your shield of faith in times of doubt and you can prove it but the number of darts in your protective shield.

We get to present that shield to our Lord….

This brings Him great joy and he will reward your fight of faith.

Heb 11:6 “ He reward those who earnestly seek Him”

SWORD of the SPIRIT

This is the living Word of God.

Two words for the Word of God.

Logos….meaning the Word of God in its entirety.

Rhema….meaning specific words, specific utterances. 

Jesus used…rhema in Matt 4:4…when tempted to turn the rock into bread….

“Man does not live by bread alone.”

Two kinds of swords:

1) Makira (Greek) This is a short, two edge, cut and thrust sword

2) Rumfaya (Greek) This is a broad sword

This may seem like a lot of detailed information….but we have to know what God’s word says…specific words and their root meaning.

So, does the enemy have a lot of scars from the cut and thrust action of your sword? 

I pray he does.  Are you willing to put on the Armor of God and participate in the battle against an enemy who wants to see you discouraged and defeated?

Just as God called Gideon a mighty warrior, he calls each of us a mighty warrior.

So does that mean we jump up and look for an opportunity to take ‘em on?

Not exactly. We go, just like Gideon. God said to go in the strength He provides. 

Then He says….I will be with you.

So, we step out with what we have We battle with what He’s given us and His power takes over. For His power is made perfect in weakness. 11 Cor 12: 9

BELT of TRUTH

It tightens everything up, and cinches it all in.

Numbers 13 & 14. They were to go and see that the lad was just like God had promised., not whether or not they would be able to take them. God was going to give them the victory. At the end of chapter 13 the report was….”we can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are. 

Read chapter 14:1-3. Their minds were jumping ahead and running out of control to the point where they were filled with fear. They were letting their imagination run away with them. WOOOOH! Bring it in. Speak truth to yourself! 

In psalms, David often spoke truth to himself. “Why so downcast, O my soul?”

The belt of truth helps us to pull our thoughts together and stay with that which is TRUE.

SHOD in the SHOES OF THE GOSPEL of PEACE

Our feet have to do with stability and balance. (Ex. Man who lost one digit)

We’ve talked about the powers of this dark world that we live in and the fact that we are in a battle, but if that’s ALL we think about we’re going to lose our footing.

We cannot become more powerful in Christ if we’re obsessed with warfare. 

How can we keep our balance?

If we’re at peace with God and God is for us, who can be against us?

We must keep our focus on our mighty God and yet be awake and alert. 

Josephus, a historian, says the boots of soldiers were “shoes thickly studded with sharp nails and ensure a good grip.” 

We have cleats on our boots….and are ready to dig in to the tough times because we have the equipment we need.

We have the full Armor of God

We know that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

.Mark 9:23 says….”that everything is possible for him who believes.

It’s through unbelief that the enemy gets through an open door.

