Week 8 – Grace – Part II – Gideon

Last 2 weeks we talked about God given tools we use to fight in this battle of faith and now this week God declares us mighty warriors.

I. History

Israel did evil in God’s sight. Throughout the book of Judges, We find Israel in a cyclic pattern (in their loopiness, so to speak).

Did evil – call out to God – God sends a judge… 

God allows Midianites to oppress Israel – 7 years – would come in whenever they wanted and take whatever they wanted.


Israel cries out to God

II. Meet God’s chosen man to deliver Israel in Judges 6 – Gideon


A. Where do we find him?


     What might he be feeling?


     1. Can you relate?



What were you feeling when started TW?

Hopeless, failure, unworthy, want to hide from social settings, hide from responsibility


     2. I can relate

Last year at this same time – Halloween candy – was over indulgent, in my winepress with Snickers wrappers all around. Didn’t want to come out and lead at TW. Sometimes it seems easier to hide in the winepress and do what’s comfortable instead of taking my thoughts captive. I want to hide from the struggle. So, I spend time in the winepress. (This year – paid attention to God’s way out!)


B. God comes along and calls Gideon a might warrior.

Did he look like one?

Had excuse/reasons why not – 

From weakest clan

Least in my family

How can I do this?

God comes along to you & through Paul says you are “more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

Do you feel like one? – A conqueror – I sure didn’t.

What are our excuses for not being a conqueror?


Don’t feel like one


Too weak


Not capable 


More comfortable in role I’m in


Just can’t let go of the food


C. But Gideon could be a warrior and we can too because 


     It’s in God’s strength, not ours. 

In Q-2 this week we read Ps. 18 and David tells where his victory comes from (read exerts – starting at vs. 17)
He rescued me from my powerful enemy…



… but the Lord was my support.



He brought me out into a spacious place;…



He rescued me because He delighted in me.



You save the humble…



You – keep my lamp burning;



…with Your help I can advance…



…with my God I can scale a wall.



It is God who arms me


He makes my feet …



He enables me to stand…



He trains my hands for battle…



You give me Your shield of…



Your right hand sustains me.



You stoop down to make me great

You broaden the path beneath my feet – so that my ankles do not turn.



You armed me with strength for battle



You made my adversaries bow at my feet



You made my enemies turn…in flight



You have delivered me from…



1. Gideon asked “how can I?” and God said “I will go with you.”



    Don’t focus on the obvious – what clan you’re from



     FOCUS ON WHO SENDS YOU!



2. Same with us.



     Don’t focus on the obvious – which is what?




How good that tastes




What’s comfortable in the moment




This choc. Is tangible



     Instead focus on who empowers you. 



     Hebrews says “fix your eyes on Jesus” 

      Look for that way of escape we talked about.

     I Corn. 10:13 “No temptation has…”

     Have you been looking for that way of escape? 

OR you may be like Callie. In her fears we tell her God is always with us, -call on Him. His word says

“Fear not, for I am with you.”


“Lo, I am with you always.”

Call out to Him. She says “I do, but it doesn’t work.”

Anabel Gillham was teaching on that scripture (I Corn. 10:13) when a lady said, “Mrs. Gillham, that verse of scripture is not true.”

If we’re honest, it can sometimes seem we are tempted beyond what we can handle and there seems to be no way out.  But here we are falling for Satan’s lie. The truth is God has provided a way out – 
We either didn’t recognize it – or we chose not to take it. 

Mrs. Gillham questioned God about this scripture and feels He answered her. I want to share with you His response as she shares it in her book The Confident Woman.

Now, 1st the thought comes in and she explains this is not our own thought. When we accepted Christ we were crucified with Christ. The old self is dead. We are a new creation (II Corn 5:17). We have the mind of Christ (I Corn. 2:16)

Therefore, we don’t think things that are against the thoughts of Christ. We have this new identity & power of Christ and if we believe it and use it, we can have this incredible abundant life. Life of peace, joy, victory.

Satan doesn’t want you to walk in the truth, -so he wages war by way of your thought life and he operates by giving you thoughts, generally with first-person singular pronouns (I, me, my, myself, and mine). These thoughts will correlate perfectly with your unique version of the flesh (your old ways, the way you have “always thought”). Satan’s success comes when you – because the thoughts are so familiar, so “like you” – accept these thoughts. Then you end up doing what you don’t want to do. 
So, if we’re not responsible for generating these thoughts, where does accountability come in?

Read Rom. 6:12. 
It’s in the letting. 

(She goes into much more detail about this 1st thought on pages 75-78. I read many excerpts from these pages – but also know it’s a little of a side note – so I didn’t include them here. This is a really good book and if you don’t have it, you might want to consider getting it.).

A thought comes in and we choose to think on it, instead of stopping it at the threshold (i.e. taking the thought captive). 

Mrs. Gillham says sin is a process; a series of descents and each step down is a matter of choice. The Christian who has a drinking problem (or in our case an eating problem) doesn’t just find herself secluded in the basement with a drink in her hand (or a tub of ice cream). The 1st thought is not hers. It comes from Satan. He knows her weak points and her patterns (what she turns to). When that first thought comes in – I need a drink (brownie) - something else comes too; a way of escape. 
So what do we do – pull ourselves up by the bootstraps and give it our best – trying hard to take that escape? No. It’s through Christ strength. Our job is to trust Him to do it and choose to allow Him to do it. 

Let’ see how this might play out; how many steps you might take and how many escapes you pass. 

(She uses a drinker’s example – I will substitute food.)

The first thought comes in the living room: I need some chocolate. 1) You get up and go to the kitchen, 2) open the cabinet, 3) no choc. 4) go to the bedroom 5)open your bureau drawer and get out your purse, 6) leave the house, 7) get in your car, 8) drive to the store, 9)get out of your car, 10) enter the store, 11) search out the candy you want, 12) take it to the counter, 12) pay for it, 14) leave the store, 15) get in your car, 16) drive back to your house, 17) park your car, 18) enter your house, 19) walk down the basement stairs  20) sit down 21) open the bag, 22) pull out a piece, 23) unwrap it, 24) raise it to your lips, 25) eat it.

How many opportunities did she have to refuse?
“The first thought, the 1st nudge of temptation, is our call to battle stations: The “I need, I want, I am…” Stop it there.  

.

Don’t misunderstand, not saying escape is easy. But it’s a choice we have to make before God takes over. He will not take away your freedom to choose. Mrs. Gillham says, “There is no way around it, you must ultimately choose to win the battle.” (p. 86)

Just like with Gideon, God says step out with what you have and “I will go with you.”

God rose Gideon up to be a mighty warrior. And Gideon accepted. As book of Judges goes on you see this changed person, - a leader.

III. God makes beauty out of ashes

A. Gideon was not alone. Many of God’s chosen felt inadequate, - like they couldn’t do whatever God was calling them to do. At 1st each focused on self – on their comfort zone.

B. Examples:


Moses – Free His people – felt inadequate – use Aaron instead


Esther – Save His people – I can’t go before the King!

Joshua – don’t be terrified, the Lord will be with you. 
(why have to tell that – he was afraid)

Paul - says his words aren’t wise and eloquent or persuasive, 
rather a demonstration of the Spirit’s power. (I Corn. 2:1-5)

C. God chooses us too – in our loopiness. 

He chose Moses in his loopiness – he was a murderer

Esther in her loopiness – she was in beauty contest where had to 
sleep with the King.

Paul – persecutor

God can likewise use us in our fear and weakness – in this struggle with food.

Q2 Memory Challenge – II Corn. 12:9-10

God didn’t take away Paul’s thorn, so that His power could be seen.

Who knows what God wants to do through you – through this weakness of yours?
As close, we’re going to think about this for a little. Listen to this drama as we think about God using us in our weakness. 

Song – Moses – by Travis Cottrell on CD – The Deep
Is there something God wants to use of yours? What might you be holding on to that God wants to turn around and use?

Me – sweets – if I gave to Him and ate them as he led, what a testimony in today’s world of no sugar and low carbs.

Are we holding on to food when God wants to use us to lead His people to freedom?

Let’s pray.

