 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Small Groups
Small groups in Thin Within should be authentic fellowship. We all can be members of a church, but we need fellowship with each other. 
Fellowship:  It is so much more than showing up for church services on the weekends.  It is experiencing life together. 
Authentic Fellowship:  It is genuine, heart-to-heart, sometimes gut-level, sharing. It happens when people get honest about who they are and what is happening in their lives. They share their hurts, reveal their feelings, confess their failures, disclose their doubts, admit their fears, acknowledge their weaknesses, and ask for help and prayer.
*All of us are more consistent in our faith when others walk with us and  

   encourage us.
*In a small group, the Body of Christ is real and tangible even when

    God seems distant.
The 9 Characteristics of Biblical Fellowship:
1. Authenticity: Share your true feelings.
2. Mutuality: Encourage each other.
3. Sympathy: Support each other. 
4. Mercy: Forgive each other. 
5. Honesty: Speak the truth in love. 
6. Humility: Admit our weaknesses.
7. Courtesy: Respect our differences.
8. Confidentiality: Not gossip and keep discussions private.
9. Frequency: Make group a priority.
Hebrews 10:25 "Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another..."
__________________________
Small Group Guidelines 

1. Focus on asking questions such as Why, When, Where, What, How.       

 rather than giving advise or counseling.  This way each person can  discover on his own.

2. Confidentially is essential.  This must be considered a safe place for everyone.  - What we say here stays here. That also means if a few from the group are out together, they don't discuss what was said in group.

3.  Respect each other’s time of sharing.  It’s important to listen and not interrupt.  This may be the only safe place a person has to speak.
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